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400 
An African American Musical Portrait

Arrival 

Is There A Way Home  

Colonial Life  

Fiddler  

Antebellum  

A New Music  

Harlem and The War to End All Wars  

The Blues and World War II   

Ain’t Gonna Let Nobody Turn Me Around
arrangement by Avery Sharpe 

500

All compositions and arrangements by Avery Sharpe, accept Ain’t Gonna Let
Nobody Turn Me Around traditional negro spiritual. Spoken word text by Sofia
Rivera.

Sponsored by the Williams College Departments of Music and Africana Studies.

 



Personnel

Avery Sharpe - bass Kevin Zhou ’20 - violin
Samirah Evans - vocals Jeongyoon Han ’21 - violin
Kris Allen - saxophones Andrew Rim ’20 - cello
Tendai Muparutsa - djembe Theophyl Kwapong ’20 - voice
Haneef Nelson - trumpet Morgan Whaley ’20 - voice
Matt DeChamplain - piano Ashley Villarreal ’20 - voice
Royal Hartigan - drums Jazmin Bramble ’20 - voice

Bassist Avery Sharpe was born in Valdosta, Georgia and his first instrument was the piano. “I
started playing when I was eight years old,” he recalls. “My mother is a piano player/choir director
in the Church of God in Christ, and she gave lessons to everybody in the family—I’m the sixth of
eight children—but it didn’t stick until it got to me.” He moved on to accordion and then switched
to electric bass in high school, after his family had relocated to Springfield, MA.

He studied economics at the University of Massachusetts, Amherst, MA., while he played electric
bass in gospel, funk, and rock groups. With encouragement from renowned bassist Reggie
Workman, he learned acoustic bass and soon was performing with Archie Shepp and Art Blakey. In
1980, Sharpe won a spot in McCoy Tyner’s group and worked with him for the next 20 plus years,
playing hundreds of gigs worldwide and appearing on more than 20 recordings with Tyner.

Sharpe’s credits also include sideman stints  and recordings with jazz greats like Dizzy Gillespie,
Wynton Marsales, Yusef Lateef, Bobby McFerrin, Pat Metheny, Billy Taylor and many more His
first recording as a leader was the 1988 album Unspoken Words on Sunnyside Records. In 1994 he
started his own artist record label, JKNM Records. To date he has more than 12 titles as a leader
for JKNM Records.

Sharpe is equally adept at songs and longer compositional forms. In 1989, he wrote and conducted
the soundtrack for the movie An Unremarkable Life. A decade later, his six-movement piece
America’s Promise debuted with the Springfield Symphony Orchestra. In the 1990’s Sharpe
received a commission by the classical group Fideleo to write three extended works. In 2004, he
wrote a musical portrait for the stage for Chamber Music Plus. The stage production Raisin’ Cane,
has been touring since 2007 and features the actress Jasmine Guy (featured actress from TV,
“A Different World”) and Sharpe’s Trio. In 2006, he was commissioned by the Springfield
Symphony to write a Concerto for Jazz Trio and Orchestra which premiered in the 2007, featuring
the Trio with (former “Tonight Show” Musical Director) Kevin Eubanks on acoustic guitar. Avery
continued his historical connection with releases of CDs, honoring Jesse Owens “Running Man”,
Sojourner Truth-“Ain’t I A Woman”, Sister Rosetta Tharpe-“Sharpe Meets Tharpe”. 

Sharpe’s latest project “400: An African American Musical Portrait” is presently receiving rave
reviews. The project marks the 400th year since Africans were brought to the U.S.A shores in 1619.
The recording was released in May 2019 on JKNM Records and features- Don Braden, Duane
Eubanks, Ronnie Burrage, Zaccai Curtis, Tendai Muparutsa, The Extended Family Choir and
special guest Kevin Eubanks.

Avery Sharpe’s extensive educational activities include numerous clinics and workshops at home
and abroad. He has presented at the University of Massachusetts, Williams College, Berklee School
of Music, Bates College, the University of Miami, and at colleges in Peru, Brazil, Australia and
elsewhere. 

Avery Sharpe was the Sterling Brown ’22 Distinguished Visiting Artist in Residence in Music at
Williams College and is now Artist Associate in Jazz Bass, and Jazz Coach at Williams College. He
is also Faculty Advisor for the Williams Gospel Choir and affiliated faculty for Africana Studies.

His awards include The NAACP Martin Luther King Jr Special Achievement Award, several
National Endowment for the Arts Grants and the New England Foundation for the Arts
Achievement in Jazz Award.

Website: www.averysharpe.com

See music.williams.edu for full details and additional happenings as well as to sign up for the weekly
e-newsletters.

Upcoming Events

Prof. Tim Carter - Class of 1960 Lecture
Fri Feb 28 | Bernhard Music Center, room 30 | 4:15 PM

Sō Percussion - Visiting Artist Series
Sat Feb 29 | Chapin Hall | 7:30 PM

Master Class - Anthony de Mare, piano - Visiting Artist Series
Mon Mar 2 | Brooks-Rogers Recital Hall | 4:15 PM


