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Marthe: Gabriella DiRusso ‘28, Hannah Pressman ‘28 *
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ACT1

Faust has spent a lifetime in the study of science. Disillusioned with life, he resolves to poison
himself but is unable to go through with it. He curses God and calls on the Devil.
Meéphistophélés obligingly appears and offers Faust riches, power, or glory. Faust, however, only
wants to recapture the innocence of youth. Méphistophéles agrees to Faust’s request, but there
are conditions: on earth Faust will be master, but in the world below their roles will be reversed.
When Faust hesitates, Méphistophélés conjures up a vision of Marguerite. Faust signs the

contract and returns to his youth.

ACTII

Valentin and Wagner are going off to war with the other soldiers, and Valentin is concerned about
leaving his sister Marguerite unprotected. Wagner starts a song to cheer everyone up, but is
interrupted by Méphistophéles. Méphistophéleés tells fortunes: Wagner, it seems, will be killed in
his first battle, the flowers that Siébel picks will wither, and Valentin will meet his death at the
hands of someone close to Méphistophéles. Méphistophélés conjures up a delicious vintage wine
to toast Marguerite. This angers Valentin and both draw their swords. Valentin attacks but is
stopped by Méphistophélés. Everyone is convinced they are in the presence of the Devil.
M¢éphistophéles summons Faust to a place where couples are dancing. Faust sees Marguerite and

offers her his arm. She refuses and he is left more entranced than ever before.

ACT 111

Siébel gathers flowers for Marguerite outside her house. As Méphistophélés predicted, they
wither, but holy water seems to restore them. Méphistophéles and Faust have been watching, and
M¢éphistophéles leaves a box of jewels for Marguerite. The atmosphere of innocence surrounding
Marguerite’s home moves Faust. Marguerite finds the jewels and puts them on. Faust and
Méphistophéles return, and Méphistophéles flirts with Marthe, giving Faust the opportunity to
seduce Marguerite. She begins to give in. Méphistophélés conjures up a garden and makes
Marthe run off before disappearing himself. Marguerite realizes she loves Faust and they make

love.



ACT IV

Seduced and abandoned, Marguerite is caring for Faust’s child. She is still in love with him and

prays for his return.

The soldiers return with Valentin. Siébel tries to stop him from seeing Marguerite but Valentin,

suspecting the worst, pushes her aside.

Outside her house, Méphistophéles serenades Marguerite on Faust’s behalf. Valentin and Faust
fight and, with the intervention of Méphistophéles, Valentin is fatally wounded. Marguerite

watches her brother die as he curses her for her dishonorable behavior with his last breath.

In a tragic twist of despair, Marguerite, consumed by madness, takes the heart-wrenching step of

ending her newborn son’s life, believing it to be the only escape from her anguish.

ACTV
Distraught over her desperate decision, Marguerite goes to church to pray for forgiveness. When

she hears the voice of Méphistophélés telling her that she is damned, she collapses in terror.

With Méphistophélés’s help, Faust goes to the prison in an attempt to save Marguerite. She
seems to recognize her lover and recalls the night when he first seduced her. Faust is
overwhelmed with pity. Mephistopheles, seeing an opportunity to also damn Marguerite by
offering her an escape from the consequences of her decision, uses Faust to try to convince her to
leave the prison and damn both of their souls. She refuses and gives herself into the hands of

God to await her fate, who saves her soul and grants her access to heaven.

—~Credit to English National Opera, adapted for WOW 2025



